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Course Objectives

• Your puppy will display behavior inside the house – good while in crate and housetrained.
• Your puppy will display good manners when meeting people, other animals, and in new situations.
• Your puppy will be ready to continue with advanced training.

Introduction Content on Introduction page.

TRAIN YOUR PUPPY | SIX EASY STEPS
Your new puppy is learning during every waking moment! Every interaction 
with your puppy is a form of training. Housetraining, good manners, and 
social experiences are all forms of training you’ll be doing with your puppy 
from the first day you bring her home. Like all animals, puppies learn by 
doing what works for them and will repeat behaviors that have a good 
result. If it leads to a treat, attention, a toy, the ability to explore, sniff, or 
run, your puppy will do it again in the future. 

Tip: Puppy-proof your house and yard before you bring your new puppy 
home. Puppies are extremely energetic and curious, so when puppy-
proofing your home, you must be thorough. It’s amazing what one little 
puppy can get into. By puppy-proofing, you’re keeping your puppy safe and 
preventing your pup from accessing anything dangerous.
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Slide 1 LEADERSHIP

Leadership Content on Leadership page.

Establish your role as leader to teach your puppy the rules and boundaries 
you want to establish inside and outside the house. This includes teaching 
your dog which parts of your house she can access and which areas she’s 
not allowed to enter.

For example, If you don’t want your dog inside the kitchen, then gently, but 
firmly move her out of the kitchen each time she crosses the kitchen 
boundary.

Tip: Remember that you are the leader. You are the one making the rules. 
These rules remain regardless of how pitiful your puppy’s eyes may plead 
with you.
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Slide 2 ROUTINE

Routine Content on Routine page.

Puppies need routine in their lives. Feed your puppy at the same times each 
day. Take her outside at the same time and have her sleep in the same place 
each night.

Routines offer the vital structure that puppies can count on to behave calm 
and feel secure.

Tip: Set up a daily schedule: Dogs thrive when they know what happens 
next, so map out a schedule that includes your pup’s meals, potty trips, play 
times, training lessons, nap times in the crate and end-of-day wind down.
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Slide 3 CONSISTENCY

Consistency Content on Consistency page.

It is important that everyone follow the same rules in the house. Puppies 
can get confused and manipulative if one person insists on good manners 
and another person allows jumping and nipping.

Tip: Raising a puppy is a family affair and everyone in the family should 
agree to adopt certain rules and apply them consistently.
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Slide 4 CRATE TRAINING/HOUSETRAINING

Crate Training Content on Crate Training page.

Most trainers agree that crate training is the best method to train your 
puppy to only go to the bathroom outside. Crate training uses your puppy’s 
instinct to keep her den clean. Confining her to a crate during certain times 
will also help her gain bladder and bowel control and keeps your puppy 
confined when necessary. 

Give your puppy plenty of chances to go the bathroom outside. Establish a 
routine. As soon as she has eaten, take her outside and praise her 
enthusiastically when she has taken care of business. Be patient. It can take 
months for a puppy to fully gain control of her body. Never punish a puppy 
if there’s an accident inside the house. She is a baby and still learning. Just 
clean up the accident and move on.

Tip: Help your pup learn that the crate is a happy place, and that they get 
rewarded with a small treat immediately after they potty outside.
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Slide 5 SOCIALIZATION

Socialization Content on Socialization page.

A socialized puppy is a happy and confident puppy. Lots of pet parents think 
that the term “puppy socialization” means introducing your puppy to other 
dogs. But there’s a lot more to it than that. Socialization is the process of 
introducing your puppy to the whole wide world -- different types of people 
and places and objects they’ve never seen before. Expose your puppy to: 

When your puppy is 8 to 12 weeks old, enroll your puppy in an accredited 
class and begin to work on her social skills in a controlled environment.

That might sound like a lot for a young puppy to handle, but your pup’s 
brain is actually most capable of processing and accepting all these new 
experiences between 3 and 14 weeks old -- the puppy socialization period -- 
during this time, pet parents should expose their puppy to as many 
different positive experiences as they can. Positive is the key word here..

Tip: Puppies’ minds are especially impressionable and bad experiences can 
make as much of an impact as good ones. An encounter with an aggressive 
dog could leave your puppy with a phobia of other dogs that may be 
difficult to overcome. Don’t hesitate to remove your pup from a situation in 
which they appear afraid or anxious.

Socialization puppy image (of scene 
showing all the people, places and things to 
expose your puppy to):

• People of different genders
• People of different races
• People of different ages
• People with and without disabilities
• Different animal species
• New places
• New sounds, smells and sensations
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Slide 6 NIPPING AND BITING

Nipping and Biting Content on Nipping and Biting page.

Puppies naturally use their mouths and teeth to explore and play, including 
exploring your hands and feet! It may be cute when they are tiny, but as 
your puppy grows, it becomes much less entertaining.

Puppies usually learn to play with and nip their siblings from a young age 
and learn their boundaries from how their siblings and their mother react.
If they bite one of their littermates and that puppy lets out a loud “yip” and 
stops playing, they’ll know they’ve bitten a bit too hard. 

Stop your puppy from biting and nipping by setting firm boundaries and be 
consistent. Redirect your puppy’s energy and firmly keep saying no when 
she nips or bites. Another method is to ignore your puppy, stop any 
interactions and walk away when they start biting. Stopping playtime 
abruptly is far more effective than yelling at your puppy or punishing them. 
Getting upset with your puppy shows them they can get a reaction out of 
you, which they may see as a good thing. Interrupting playtime and walking 
off, on the other hand, is the last thing your puppy wants you to do.

Tip: When a puppy is removed from their litter early (before eight weeks 
old), they may not have mastered these playing boundaries.
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GRADUATION. WHAT’S NEXT?

Course Objectives

• Your puppy will display behavior inside the house – good while in crate and housetrained.
• Your puppy will display good manners when meeting people, other animals, and in new situations.
• Your puppy will be ready to continue with advanced training.

Graduation. What’s Next? Content on Graduation page.

The next step after basic puppy training will depend on your puppy. Did 
your pup learn the basics? Is your puppy comfortable in her crate and 
housetrained?

If your pup hasn’t learned basic housetraining, then keep working with your 
puppy until she is housetrained, comfortable in her crate, and happy 
socializing with other dogs and people.

If your puppy is a star pupil, and graduated with flying colors, it may be time 
for an intermediate training class, or even an agility class. 

Congratulations! Enjoy your well behaved and happy puppy!
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